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1. WELCOME LETTER 
 

 
 

 

Dear delegates 
 
 
Once again the United Nations reunites to discuss the world’s 
most challenging circumstances. There is no doubt that your 
preparation will deliver he best results; because don’t take for 
granted that we expect nothing less. 

 

 
Make no mistake, delegates, for these topics are not to be taken 
lightly. Your judgment and determination are the ones that may 
lead to world peace and prosperity. Take into account that 
disarmament is DISEC’s main goal, and nuclear affairs have 
taken the spotlight for far too long. We entrust you with the task of 
solving this problem both delicately and realistically. 
 
 
Needless to say, we are very proud of you. You have a particular 
set of skills that, with all certainty, will build a strong and solid 
committee worthy of the name, under the solid foundations of 
respect and tolerance. Remember, delegates, that differences are 
what make us unique and special. 
 

 
Let this debate be intense and exciting, but always ask 
yourselves if the direction  you’re  moving  toward  is  destroying  
rather  than  constructing  a rational solution. We are here to 
portray a better world, not reopen the scars it already bares. 
 

 
With all of this in mind, we want you to make the best out of this 
committee. It’s your chance to show what you’re made of; make it 
count! 
 

 
      Attentively, 
 
     Isabella Cárdenas 
     Rafael Giraldo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

2. DISEC INTRODUCTION 
 
 
The Disarmament and International Security Committee or the first Committee of the 
UN General Assembly deals with disarmament, global challenges and threats to peace 
that affect the international community and seeks solutions to the challenges in the 
international security regime. 1  The birth of DISEC responded to the perceived need for 
an international forum to discuss issues of peace and security among members of the 
international community. 

 
According to the UN Charter the purpose of the committee is to establish general 
principles of cooperation in the maintenance of international peace and security, as 
well as principles governing disarmament and the regulation of armaments; promotion 
of cooperative arrangements and measures aimed at strengthening stability through 
lower levels of armaments. 
 
DISEC Works is also an institution of the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs 
(UNODA) which is concerned with disarmament at all levels and assists DISEC 
through its work conducted in the General Assembly for substantive norm-setting 
support in order to further its disarmament initiatives. 
 
The committee debates and makes proposals relevant to the substantive topics and 
recommends solutions for adoption by the General Assembly. Article 11 of the Charter 
authorizes the General Assembly to consider “the principles governing disarmament 
and the regulation of armaments,” and empowers it to make recommendations based 
on these principles to member states and the Security Council. The very first resolution 
adopted by the General Assembly in 1946 called for “the elimination from national 
armaments of atomic weapons and of all other major weapons adaptable to mass 
destruction.” Every year, the General Assembly adopts 40-50 resolutions on 
disarmament and non-proliferation by a majority vote or by consensus.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

3. LIST OF COUNTRIES.  
 
1. Afghanistan 
2. Australia 
3. Brazil 
4. Chad 
5. Chile 
6. Cuba 
7. DPRK Korea 
8. Egypt 
9. France 
10. Germany 
11. Ghana 
12. Greece 
13. India 
14. Iran 
15. Iraq 
16. Israel 
17. Japan 
18. Libya 
19. Pakistan 
20. Qatar 
21. Rep. Of Korea 
22. Russia 
23. Switzerland 
24. Syria 
25. United States 
26. Venezuela 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

4. FIRST TOPIC: CYBERTERRORISM AND USE OF DRONES IN ARMED 
CONFLICT. 

 
4.1 INTRODUCTION AND ANTECEDENTS 
 
Since the invention of internet over 20 years and the technological breakthroughs that 
have spanned today's society , government institutions as well as several international 
organizations have chosen to migrate everything to file databases. A database in its 
simplest expression is a server or digital place in which you can store large amounts of 
data. This change has made international process easier to handle. However , because 
of the great competition , and accessibility and share of information the world is 
currently in, cyber attacks have increased, most of them with the end of stealing and in 
order to steal confidential information. Nowadays, it is very easy to break and violate 
security seals in order to prevent cyber attacks. However, as those techniques 
supporting cyberterrorism grow, Intelligence in government agencies and other 
organizations strengthen protocols in order to make the previous mentioned attacks 
harder to achieve.  

 
4.2 CURRENT SITUATION 
 
When approaching this issue it is important to see how governments are using their 
current network and connectivity in order to attempt national security and welfare of 
other countries, which eventually ends up being a matter of international agressions. 
What is ultimately worrying about the current situation is that usually, governments or 
intelligence agencies hire qualified personnel to carry out cyber attacks against other 
nations. 
 
The last cyber attack that caused great drama on the world stage was the hijacking of 
the Pentagon´s system . Julian Assange, responsible for this attack to one of the safest 
buildings in the world regarding cyber security as well as the transferring of Security 
Protocols from the United States department of State. He currently is under political 
asylum in the Embassy of Ecuador in London. However , Assange is not the only one, 
because behind him, millions of people are constantly  trying to break security systems 
. 

 

 



 

 

 
The above graph shows the APT Countries which stand for “Advanced Persistent 
Threat”. These countries have been recognized because of their high levels of risk 
regarding illicit cyber activities and international framework, including data theft and 
attacks on defense system and protocols from other nations.  
The importance of this topic is of complete urgency. The international policy regarding 
violation of privacy and classified information is not yet defined. More importantly, it is 
crucial to have in mind how dangerous these cyber attacks against governments and 
international law are and how these may be considered an act Of terrorism. 
 
Although several organizations such as NATO have spoken about it, and there are 
laws regarding espionage and protection of private information, there has been no 
decisive action to eradicate the beginnings of this problem. It is somewhat a polemic 
issue because there are no international laws that regulate or control the manner in 
which such attacks are handled. 
 

4.3  USE OF DRONES IN ARMED CONFLICT  
 
A drone or an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV ) is a small aircraft whose characteristics 
are made to be small and very maneuverable. UAVs are usually used for recreational 
or military use. This type of aircraft began to develop in the 1940s , and has continued 
its development through history, however, since 2010 drones started to be constantly 
used for combat needs.  
 
As it was previously mentioned , the use of these devices in recent years have largely 
increased use in armed conflict. Every day the operators nations of the drones develop 
new technologies to enable improved systems of attack and defense , also as a way to 
increase operational autonomy of these aircrafts. Under legal conditions imposed by 
the UN, the use of drones is somewhat restricted since they undermine the ethical 
principles of a conflict , as well as this device being use as a method for the 
dehumanization of war. 
 
The situation facing drones regulation in areas of armed conflict comes as complex due 
to the fact that there are no measures taken by international organizations to regulate 
the use of these systems. However, there are countries like the United States or 
European Union , which already have discussed or implemented a way to operate 
such  drones. It should be taken in mind, that even though there is a guide regarding 
legal reference for commercial means of these systems,  little is known about the 
drones that used in military operations, and therefore this issue seeks delegates inquire 
that measures Control can assure giving normal legal development of the operation of 
drones. 
 
The purpose of this discussion is not only focus on the control measures that can 
possibly be taken for drones but also, highlight the consequences and violations 
against international law and human rights. As previously stated, there are no 
international regulations or rules taken for the use of these drones but there are some 
international treaties speaking in the name of wat ethics. Under these treaties, the use 
of drones by a nation in armed conflict may be considered unethical since it violates the 
right to human life, and because of this, is why drones and the use of them have been 
so polemic on an international level.  
 



 

 

Although the biggest problem states have with the use of drones is their manufacturing 
and management techniques, the disadvantages these have can severely that affect 
the use of these systems. The Artificial Intelligence (AI) is an upcoming fact that even 
though seems distant, it shows how drones will be able to determine their targets 
without the needs of human help, which can ultimately mean a huge risk for combat. 
 
However ,in previous years , the country who has had the largest use of military drones 
s the United States, using such systems offensively in combat. As illustrated in Figure 2 
[1 ] , the attacks by drones have increased. One of the main points on the delegate´s 
agenda is to seek the reduction of attacks by drones in order to avoid civilian casualties 
and other collateral damage.  
 
 
https://www.transcend.org/tms/2012/12/revealed-us-and-britain-launched-1200-
drone-strikes-

in-recent-war/ 
 
All of the following information was taken from Transcend.org, link is down below. 
https://www.transcend.org/tms/2012/12/revealed-us-and-britain-launched-1200-drone-
strikes-in-recent-war/  
 
Recent conflicts in Afghanistan, Libya and Iraq have seen almost 1,200 drone strikes 
over the past five years, according to new data released to the Bureau. 
The information, much of it classified until now, shows that US Air Force drones carried 
out most of the 1,168 attacks. However British crews are also responsible for a 
significant portion of the strikes in Afghanistan. 
 

https://www.transcend.org/tms/2012/12/revealed-us-and-britain-launched-1200-drone-strikes-#in-recent-war/
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https://www.transcend.org/tms/2012/12/revealed-us-and-britain-launched-1200-drone-strikes-#in-recent-war/
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The Bureau has obtained data from the US armed forces, Nato and the UK’s Ministry 
of Defence. It reveals, for example, that more than a quarter of all armed Coalition air 
sorties in Afghanistan are now carried out by drones. 
While only a fraction of those missions result in strikes, drone strikes in Afghanistan are 
now taking place on average five times each week. 
 
While Coalition drones fly thousands of armed sorties in Afghanistan, drone strikes are 
‘the exception, not the norm’, a Centcom spokeswoman told the Bureau. 
 
The number of strikes has increased steadily year-on-year – but there is ambiguity over 
who is carrying them out. The majority are by the US Air Force, with the remainder by 
the British military and – possibly – US Special Forces. Here there is some confusion. 
A senior US Army spokesman said: ‘Of the thousands of UAS [unmanned aerial 
systems] we have, only a very small number (well less than 100) are armed.’ 
 
But another senior US military official, speaking on background terms, said: ‘The Army 
doesn’t have UAVs [unmanned aerial vehicles] in service that carry munitions… Any 
UAVs that can carry munitions are/were under the charge of the Air Force in 
Afghanistan and Iraq.’ 
Military officials were unable to explain the discrepancy between the two statements. 
The Pentagon’s Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC) has its own classified fleet 
of Reaper drones, however, which may account for the apparently contradictory 
statements. 
 
Britain’s small, active fleet 
The UK’s drone fleet in Afghanistan is small compared with that of the US – Britain will 
shortly double its number of Reapers from five to ten aircraft. 
Yet British-piloted aircraft launched a high proportion of the total missiles fired from 
drones. 
 
The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has released new data on the number of missiles fired 
in each of the past five years. In 2011, almost four missiles of every ten fired by drones 
in Afghanistan were the work of UK forces, the new figures indicate. In 2010 and 2012 
the proportion was over a quarter. An MoD spokesman pointed out that the rate of 
missiles released in comparison to total hours flown had fallen significantly from its 
peak in 2008. 
The MoD refused to reveal the number of strikes it had carried out, and indicated it 
would be inaccurate for the Bureau to infer a number of attacks by comparing British 
data with Centcom’s more complete numbers, ‘because of differing rules of 



 

 

engagement’.

 
 

Delegates, there is a very important thing on the line of this discussion, not only is the 
life of humans but the eventual risk these systems can bring into conflict. Will it be an 
advantage? Or a disadvantage? It is up to you delegates, to clear up this complex 
discussion.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

QARMAS 
1. Is your country involved in some way with cyberterrorism? 
2. Is your country in constant use of war technology? How and which?  
3. In what situations, do you believe the use of drones in armed conflict can 

be justified? 
4. What is your country's position regarding de use of military drones?  

 
 
 
 
Helpful links  

https://www.transcend.org/tms/2012/12/revealed-us-and-britain-launched-1200-
drone-strikes-in-recent-war/  
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/category/projects/drones/  
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/category/projects/drones/drones-
yemen/  
http://dronewars.net/  
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2014-02-12/next-drone-wars  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.transcend.org/tms/2012/12/revealed-us-and-britain-launched-1200-drone-strikes-in-recent-war/
https://www.transcend.org/tms/2012/12/revealed-us-and-britain-launched-1200-drone-strikes-in-recent-war/
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/category/projects/drones/
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/category/projects/drones/drones-yemen/
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/category/projects/drones/drones-yemen/
http://dronewars.net/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2014-02-12/next-drone-wars


 

 

5.  REGULATING COUNTRY´S WEAPON SUPPLY TO THE SYRIAN CONFLICT 
AND THE ADJACENT TERRITORIES 
 
 
5.1 INTRODUCTION 
During the last four years, more than 250 000 Syrians have unfortunately lost their lives 
and approximately 9 million have fled their homes since the outbreak of one of the 
worst civil wars the world has ever seen.  This unreasonable conflict started as an anti-
government protest before escalating into a terrific national war and one of the world´s 
biggest concern in the actual days. 
 
Many powerful countries around the world have decided to support and provide 
resources such as guns and military equipment to one of the sides, either President 
Bashar Al Assad`s government or anti-government rebel groups, with the objective of 
eradicating the problem. The conflict seems to continue increasing and every time 
harder to find a resolution, that is why global organizations such as the UN and others 
have decided to interfere in the situation, so the world can finally reach that wanted and 
necessary ideal we call peace. 
 

5.2 ANTECEDENTS 
 
The armed conflict of Syria is going to enter in its 5th year of crisis and the numbers of 
deaths and refugees are unbelievable. Despite the efforts made by the international 
organizations to help the people affected by the conflict, there has not been enough 
resources to entirely cover their needs. 
 
This conflict, like many others, has its roots in poorness, political corruption, inequality, 
and last but not least, the multiple violation of the human rights. Many social 
movements and groups of people started to claim and protest because their rights and 
properties were being ignored and not respected.  
 
Pro-democracy protests erupted in March of 2011, in the southern city of Deraa after 
the arrest and torture of some 13 years old teenagers who painted revolutionary 
slogans on a school wall: “The government must go”. After security forces opened fire 
on demonstrators, killing several of them, more of the revolutionaries began to protest 
against the government.  
 
Suddenly, as a cause of the situation, the population started to demand President´s 
Assad withdrawal, and opposition supporters started to take up arms to defend 
themselves first, and then to expel forces from their local areas.  Unfortunately, four 
years later, the crisis turned into one of the world biggest catastrophes recently. 
 

5.3 ACTUAL SITUATION 
 
By June of 2013, 90 000 people were killed during the conflict, by August of 2014 it 
increased to 191 000 deaths, and by August of 2015 it reached the 250 000. These 
numbers continue to increase.  
 
Some of the methods and weapons used for the war are: 
 
-Bombardments: The Islamic State did not take long to implement military forces, 
tanks, mortars, and rockets against the city of Deraa. In February of 2012 a rebel 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-12791738
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-12791738


 

 

stronghold took place in the district of Baba Amr. After a month of bombardment, 700 
hundred people were dead and the rebels retreated. 
 
-Bombings: There has been bombings all over Syria`s most important cities. 
According to the Islamic State, many of the attacks targeted security facilities and were 
caused by Al-Qaeda. However, opposition members established that the security 
forces planted the bombs against both, the rebels and the protesters. 
 
-Chemical Attacks: According to foreign governments and activists, chemical 
weapons were used in the attacks of several Damascus suburbs during August of 
2013, known for the hundreds of deaths they produced. This event has been one of the 
deadliest so far, and both of the sides blame each other for the incident.  
 

 
 
However, the US and its allies declared they had no doubt that the Islamic government 
used chemical weapons against its people, raising the chance of punitive military 
strikes. They stated that the only one that could have carried out the attack was Syria`s 
Government. The Islamic regime and Russia blamed the rebels and the protesters as 
the responsible for the acts. 
 
Due to the US military intervention, President Assad agreed with the complete 
destruction and removal of the chemical weapons in Syria. The UN and the 
Organization carried a campaign for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons. (OPCW). 
However, since then the OPCW has detected the use of chemical toxic chemical 
weapons like ammonia and chlorine by the government in the attacks against rebel’s 
northern villages during April and July of 2014. 



 

 

 
The UN Commission of Inquiry, in charge of investigating human rights since 2011, has 
evidence that each one of the sides of the conflict have committed many war crimes 
including murder, rape, torture, kidnaps, and disappearances. Furthermore, the 
government and the rebel forces have been accused of damaging civilians by blocking 
access to food and resources, water and health with the objective of weakening their 
opponent.  
 
Due to the fact that that many massacres were being carried out, a Security Council 
resolution demanded both of the sides to stop the immoderate use of weapons in 
populated areas. This was another attempt or strategy carried out by the UN with the 
objective of reducing the number of deaths in the war. However, both of the sides 
continue the violent operations against each other. 
 
4.2.1 Humanitarian Crisis 
Since the start of the conflict, more than 4 million people have abandoned Syria, and it 
is one of the biggest refugees problematic in recent times. Approximately 11.6 million 
have been displaced within the country, what makes a total of 11 million people forced 
to abandon their homes. 
 
Neighboring countries such as Lebanon, Turkey, and Jordan have experienced refugee 
issues struggling to accommodate the huge number of arrivals, food and heath. 
 

 



 

 

 
According to the UN: 

 Refugees enter the camps with a little more than some of their clothes in their 
backs and few belongings. 

 Woman and children make up 3/4 of the refugee population. 
 Four of every five Syrians live in poverty. 30% of them in abject poverty. 
 By December of 2014, the UN launched an appeal of $8.4bn to provide help for 

more than 18 million Syrians. It was just half of the amount asked for that year. 
A year later, it was less than half funded. 

 
5.3.2 JIHADIST AND RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM 
 

The term Jihadist has been used as a way to distinguish between violent and non-
violent Islamists who practice their religion in extremism.  Jihadists consider violent 
behavior and actions necessary as a way to restore Allah’s rule on earth and eradicate 
the obstacles that keep off the development of the Muslim community. Defending their 
believes is a duty that can not be denied and is as important as the other pillars. 
 
For a jihadist, every method that can accomplish their target is accepted; does not 
matter if loosing life is one of the consequences. However, Islamists think the word 
Jihadist is incorrectly used, and there should not be any word to describe this belief. 
The extremist group that grew out of Al-Qaeda in Iraq has taken control of huge 
amounts of territory in northern and eastern Syria, as well in the borders with Iraq. 
Furthermore, it has been responsible of  many of the attacks during the Syrian conflict. 
 
5.3.3 2012 GENEVA COMMUNIQUE  
 
The international community along with the UN concluded that the only way that the 
Syrian conflict could be solved is by a political solution, due to the fact that neither of 
the sides is going to give up. The UN supported by the Arab League, have tried 
numbers of attempts to start dialogues, but all of them have failed. 
 
The 2012 Geneva Communique is an international agreement that called for the 
establishment of a transitional government body in Syria formed on the basis of mutual 
consent.1.  The US, Russia, and the UN convened a conference in Switzerland to find a 
solution and implement it.  Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon stated that the solution 
remains in a political solution based on the Geneva Communique, and many other UN 
members proposed establishing freeze zones for negotiations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

QARMAS 
 
1. ¿ Should the nations involved in the conflict be allowed to provide weapons and 

military equipment to the supported side? 
 
2. ¿  Is the weapon and military intervention by foreign nations helping to eradicate 
the problems, or for the contrary, is this increasing it? 
 
3. ¿   Why did previous attempts made by the international community to deal with 
the Syrian conflict failed?  
 
4. ¿ Have certain countries really taken into account that providing these weapons 
to the conflict can strengthen terrorist groups within the country? 
 

6. LINKS 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868 
 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-19331551 
 
http://www.cfr.org/global/global-conflict-tracker/p32137#!/conflict/civil-war-in-syria  
 
http://www.eldiario.es/desigualdadblog/Siria-origenes-causas-
conflicto_6_370672945.html  
 
http://www.iamsyria.org/conflict-background.html  
 
http://www.un.org/en/ga/first  
 
 
https://www.transcend.org/tms/2012/12/revealed-us-and-britain-launched-1200-
drone-strikes-in-recent-war/  
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/category/projects/drones/  
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/category/projects/drones/drones-
yemen/  
http://dronewars.net/  
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2014-02-12/next-drone-wars  
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