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1. LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
 
 

Envigado,  January 25 2016 
 
Honourable delegates, 
 
As presidents of the Human Rights Council, it’s an honour and a pleasure for us to 
welcome you to CUSMUN V, our names are Sofia Velez Alvarez and Maria Camila Duque 
Castillo. This year we will have the opportunity to debate about two of the most influential 
and critical problematics in the international community; “the Syrian refugees and their right 
to safety” and “Taking action against gender related violence towards women and girls” 
For us is very important to remind you that a UN model is a role-play in which each of you 
will leave you personal perspective aside and will have to defend the position of the 
country that you are representing; Its important for you to be updated on the different 
matters that concern both topics to be discussed and to fully understand the beliefs, ideals 
and actions that your country supports so that you can represent in the most appropriate 
way.  
It’s your duty as delegates to be well prepared, informed and have a proper disposition 
throughout the model so your performance is exceptional and the committee can therefore 
be a success. Please take into account the importance of having a full disposition 
throughout the model, and remember that if you have any question or need assistance 
throughout the process of preparation or debating don’t doubt to contact us. 
We have very high expectations of both the committee and the model and are completely 
sure that that all our hopes and your goals will be accomplished. 
 
The presidency of the United Nations Human Rights Council 
Sofía Vélez Álvarez 
Maria Camila Duque Castillo 
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2. INTRODUCTION TO THE COMMITEE 
 
The Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system 
responsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of the Human Rights around 
the world and for addressing situations in which the Human Rights are being violated or 
overlooked for later on, once the problematic is recognizes, make recommendations to 
solute it. 
 
The UN General Assembly created the Human Rights Council on March 15 2006 by 
adopting resolution 60/251, making it a relatively new commission. The UNHRC has 
regular sessions three times a year, but it may decide at any time to hold an special 
session to address Human Rights violations and emergencies if one-third of the member 
states request it.  
 
The Council is constituted by 47 United Nations Member States which are elected by the 
UN General Assembly for terms of three years without and immediate re-election to 
occupy a seat in two consecutive terms. The seats are distributed as follows: thirteen for 
Africa, thirteen for Asia, six for Eastern Europe, eight for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
and seven for the Western Europe and other groups.  
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3. FIRST TOPIC: SYRIAN REFUGEES AND THEIR RIGHTS TO SAFETY 
 

3.1 INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC 
 
 
According to the 1951 Refugee Convention a refugee is a someone who “owing to a well-
founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a 
particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, and is 
unable to, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that 
country."  
 
The United Nations estimates that, as a result of the conflicts that have arisen throughout 
history, thousands of women, men and children seeking to avoid human right abuses, such 
as torture, persecution, extreme poverty and death have seen themselves in the obligation 
to escape of their own countries becoming in refugees. Nowadays situation has left 
millions of refugees of countries such as Syria, Afghanistan, Ukraine and Iraq, of which 
Syrians have being the most affected due to the fact of ISIS conflict. 
It is this commission responsibility to guarantee human rights fulfilment and at the same 
time assure respectable live conditions, therefore every delegation present should 
contribute in order to provide possible solutions that lead to an improvement of the actual 
world crisis. 
 

3.2 BACKGROUND AND BASIC CONCEPTS 
 
The Syrian conflict erupted in March of 2011 with protests demanding Presidents Assad´s 
resignation, yet the government acted violently and tried to crush the revolts; due to this, 
people began to defend themselves using weapons and violence. By 2013 the conflict had 
gained the title of a civil war and more than 90,000 had been killed, and it did not stop 
there. By August 2015 the figure had tripled itself, converging into more than 250, 000 
deaths. The civil war, caused as an effect one of the most controversial humanitarian crisis 
that the world has ever endured, with more than 4 million people classified as Syrian 
refugees, taking shelter in neighbouring countries that are struggling to host them, like 
Lebanon, Turkey and Jordan. A further 7.6 million people have been internally displaces, 
to make a grand total of more than 12 million people in need of humanitarian help. In 
addition to the Syrian civil war, civilians are now a days also being attacked by extreme 
Muslims and jihadists, mostly by the Islamic State, which have taken control over many 
territories across northern and eastern Syria. Which means in conclusion, that the Kurdish, 
government forces and jihadists are attacking Syrian rebels and civilians. 
 
On the other side, ever since the UNHCR was created in 1951, the commission had 
established a strong connection between the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.. 
Article 14 of the UDHR states that "everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other 
countries asylum from persecution." The rights of refugees are controlled by several 
treaties, conventions or declaration, yet the most important ones can be classifies as the 
1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Optional Protocol relating 
the Status of Refugees. One of the strongest failures of both documents is the fact hat they 
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don’t establish if a person fits the title of refugee, it only dictates the asylum proceedings. 
This has resulted in disparities among different States as government’s craft their own 
asylum laws depending on their current political, economical and social position. It is also a 
very important fact to add, that countries such as Venezuela and Venezuela have 
abstained from signing the 1951 Convention and have only accepted the 1967 Protocol. 
 
3.3 CURRENT SITUATION 

 
According to UNHCR, up until January 19, 2016 there were 4,597,436 people being 
attended by the Syrian Regional Refugee Response This figure includes 2.1 million 
Syrians registered by UNHCR in Egypt (132,375), Iraq (249,726), Jordan (629,245) and 
Lebanon (1,175,753) , 1.9 million Syrians registered by the Government of Turkey, as well 
as more than 26,700 Syrian refugees registered in North Africa. Furthermore, the number 
of Syrians arriving to Europe is constantly increasing, now achieving more than 10% of the 
total amount of people that have fled from the conflict; between April 2011 and November 
2015, there have been 813,599 Syrian asylum applications in Europe. 
The UN, represented by the UNHCR has responded to this atrocities with several 
strategies; they have done life-saving humanitarian interventions, they have a field based 
office located in Damascus, they have and inter-agency coordination role in protection and 
community services, as well as CCM, shelter and NFI sectors that provide essential 
humanitarian assistance for extremely vulnerable individuals and families. Furthermore, 
the UNHCR also provides monthly cash grants to urban refugees while maintaining its 
resettlement programme  
For 2015 the financial requirements that were set for the Syrian humanitarian crisis at USD 
362.5 million, almost three times more than the original financial requirements in 2011 that 
were of USD 116.9 million 
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Even though there are many refugee camps situated all along Syrian neighbouring 
countries, the journeys to safety are treacherous and dangerous, and the conditions on a 
vast majority of the camps are dire. The influx of refugees in nations such as Jordan has 
been affecting the live hood, public services, and basic commodities or the population; the 
cost on each country increases at a fast rate. There is a need of urgent assistance and an 
increase on the funding the international community makes to aid the refugees. 
 
Up until now many countries have demonstrated their support towards the refugees and 
granted them asylum, for example Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt and Iraq have received 
in total more than 3 million refugees between them; near to these countries that have 
received millions of refugees, is located the Gulf, which countries like Kuwait, Qatar and 
Bahrain that don’t host any refugee on their territory.  On the case of Europe, were more 
than 570,000 refugees sought asylum only Germany and Sweden had received and 
important amount with 98,700 and 64,700 respectively on September 2015; on the other 
side France has only granted access to 6,700 and the United Kingdom to 7,000. The 
United States on its part, by the end of 2015 had only received approximately 1,800 
refugees on their asylum accommodation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.4 KEY CONCEPTS 
 

 Refugee: The 1951 Refugee Convention spells out that a refugee is 
someone who "owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons 
of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or 
political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, and is unable to, or 
owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that 
country." 

 Safety: the condition of being protected from or unlikely to cause danger, 
risk, or injury. 

 Asylum: the protection granted by a nation to someone who has left their 
native country as a political refugee. 

 Funding: money provided, especially by an organization or government, for 
a particular purpose. 

 Humanitarian aid: Humanitarian aid is material or logistical assistance 
provided for humanitarian purposes, typically in response to humanitarian 
crises including natural disasters and man-made disaster. The primary 
objective of humanitarian aid is to save lives, alleviate suffering, and 
maintain human dignity. 

 Displace: force (someone) to leave their home, typically because of war, 
persecution, or natural disaster. 

 Refugee Trauma: Refugee trauma include exposure to war, political 
violence, or torture. Refugee trauma can be the result of living in a region 
affected by bombing, shooting, or looting, as well as forced displacement to 
a new home due to political reasons. Some young refugees have served as 
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soldiers, guerrillas, or other combatants in their home countries, and their 
traumatic experiences may closely resemble those of combat veterans. 

 Civil War:  Armed conflict between a government and another group from 
within the same country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/conflict.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/government.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/group.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/country.html


  

 

 9 

  

3.5 QARMAS 
 

1. Is your country in favor of the refugees rights declares in the 1951 Convention and 
its 1967 Optional Protocol? 

2. Has your country given any aid during the Syrian refugee crisis? 
3. Seeing as the 1951 Convention and its 1967 Optional Protocol don’t give a law to 

follow for receiving refugees that are seeking for asylum, do you belive that and 
international standar to follow through during times of crisis should be recognized? 

4. Do you believ that there should be an international fee of refugees to be taken in by 
evry nation should be created? 

5. How can you help overcome the dire conditions in refugee camps? 
6. ¿How is your country being affected by the international refugee crisis? 

 
 

3.6 USEFUL LINKS 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CHR/Pages/CommissionOnHumanRights.aspx 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CCPR/Pages/CCPRIndex.aspx 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/aboutcouncil.aspx 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Human_Rights_Council#Subsidiary_bodies_t
hat_directly_report_to_the_UNHRC 
http://www.ijrcenter.org/refugee-law/ 
http://www.responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/crises/crisis-in-syria 
 
 
3.  BIBLIOGRAPHY 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868 
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php# 
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e486a76.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CHR/Pages/CommissionOnHumanRights.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CCPR/Pages/CCPRIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/aboutcouncil.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Human_Rights_Council#Subsidiary_bodies_that_directly_report_to_the_UNHRC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Human_Rights_Council#Subsidiary_bodies_that_directly_report_to_the_UNHRC
http://www.ijrcenter.org/refugee-law/
http://www.responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/crises/crisis-in-syria
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e486a76.html
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4. TAKING ACTION AGAINST GENDER RELATED VIOLENCE TOWARDS WOMEN 
AND GIRLS. 
 
4.1 INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC 
 
Violence against women has been a consistent problem throughout history. It is rooted in 
gender inequality, and it transcends geographic borders, economic and social groups, 
religion and ethnicity. It occurs in all the countries of the world, even though its prevalence 
varies from country to country. Gender related violence towards women may be presented 
in many ways, including: intimate partner violence, physical, sexual and emotional abuse, 
conflict-related violence, killings, genital mutilation, trafficking, acid throwing, forced and 
early marriages. 
Studies have shown that at least one of three women have or will experience physical 
and/or sexual violence, and that there are countries in which at least 71% of the women 
population experience violence.  Gender related violence against women is a violation to 
human rights, which limits their potential and participation in society. This issue also has an 
economic impact for many countries in which a GDP can drag down by 4%. Unfortunately, 
this problem has also serious health consequences such as death, physical injuries, 
unintended pregnancies, induced abortions, sexual transmitted infections including HIV, 
depression, post-traumatic stress disorder and harmful use of tobacco, drugs and alcohol, 
which don’t only affect women but community itself.  
Violence against women is preventable; the committee of Human Rights of the United 
Nations and other organizations have been working together in this issue in order to 
reduce its prevalence in countries, successfully in some countries actions have been 
already taken and the percentage of violence has reduced, but in others this problem 
continues to be ignored.  
In order to radically end with gender related violence, it is necessary that different sectors 
of society from each nation such as health, social services, education, local government, 
criminal justice, police, security and media work together. 
 
4.2 BACKGROUND AND BASIC CONCEPTS 
  
Since the beginning of the history female and children have been the most vulnerable 
population. Women have been overshadowed by society, underestimating their role and 
repressing any attempt of their participation, other than wifehood and maternity. Generally, 
women have had fewer rights than men and viewed as intellectually and physically inferior, 
therefore considered a weaker sex. In many cultures women´s obedience and submission 
toward men was required since they were seen as a major source of evil and temptation 
and in order to achieve a passive behavior from them, cultures adopted violence as the 
main or even the only mechanism used. These acts instilled fear and insecurity in women’s 
lives hampering achievements of equality, development and peace.  
Before, as a result of ignorance, these actions weren’t even recognized as erroneous, and 
in some places they were even taken as a tradition; often this aggressions go unreported 
due to the social norms and taboos. But thanks to women´s efforts to fight this issue and 
decades of advocacy from women’s movements and grassroots organizations across all 
regions, violence against women and girls is now recognized as a manifestation of 
systematic gender discrimination and inequality, exposing historical unequal power 
relations between men and women.  
 



  

 

 11 

  

Some historical developments have contributed to the increasing attention given by the 
international community to this concern. In the early 20th century trafficking and sexual 
exploitation was identified as a problem within international convections, later expanding to 
cover various forms of violence against women such as domestic violence, trafficking and 
sexual exploitation. 
In February 1947, soon after the founding of the United Nations the first Commission o the 
Status of Women first met at Lake Success, New York. 
The UN has organized four world conferences on women since 1975, the conference in 
Beijing in 1995, being the fourth one, became in a significant turning point for the global 
agenda for Gender equality as the result of The Beijing Declaration and the Platform for 
Action adopted by 189 countries.  
In 1979 a legally essential instrument was adopted on the Convection on the Elimination of 
all Forms of Discriminations against Women, helping to define discrimination, identify 
several manifestation of discrimination and establish an agenda for national action to end 
all violence and discrimination against women, the nations present in this treaty are 
obligated to undertake measures necessary to protect and maintain women´s human rights 
as well submit periodical reports of the actions taken. Later on, in 1985, the General 
Assembly adopted a resolution on Domestic Violence, and in 1993, the UN Declaration on 
the Elimination of Violence against Women offered the first definition on the term “Gender-
based Violence:” “Any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, 
physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such 
acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivations of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private 
life.”  And this declaration provided a framework for analyzing international and national 
levels of aggression toward women. 
To respond and prevent violence against women, different programs of action were 
created during 1994 calling upon governments to take legal and policy measures.  
Since 1996, politics of penalization have been established persecuting sexual violence and 
gender crime and ending impunity for perpetrators.  
 
 
4.3 CURRENT SITUATION 
 
 
Even though the United Nations and other organization have work together to end violence 
against women and the situation has improved this problem remains a major concern in 
today´s society and their rights are still far from being properly complied.  
Violence strikes women in epidemic proportions worldwide even higher than cancer, motor 
vehicle accidents, war and malaria.  
It crosses every social or economic class, every religion, race, and ethnicity. It involves 
huge economic costs, due to the decrease in productivity and the expenditures on medical, 
protection, judicial and social services, and poor social functioning skills that decelerates 
development in countries; showing that it is a problem of society.  
The United Nations states and recognizes that ending violence against women and girls is 
one of the seven strategic priorities needed to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, 
which are specific targets with respective days to accelerate development worldwide.  
 
Violence against women around the world: 
 
South Asia  
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South Asian countries with their traditions have shaped the society into patriarchal that 
devaluates the role of women, developing into a family structure in which the man is the 
undisputed ruler of the household, since family activities are often seen as private it allows 
violence to occur at home. Dowry crimes such as bride burning, kidnapping (for 
prostitution), and “honor killing” are the most frequent. Unfortunately, this shaping of 
society permits the existence of laws that encourage discrimination and violence against 
women and avoids them for reporting these acts.  
 
Central Asia 
 
Women have few rights in the patriarchal societies of Central Asia, they are seen as 
inferior, and because men want to dominate them they become in often victims of violence. 
In this culture domestic violence is seen as private matter in which the state shouldn’t 
intervene making women more vulnerable, studies show that more than 80% of the women 
are abused in their own homes.  
In these countries women are still being forced to marriage at early ages with men they 
don’t even know, they have to be submissive and accept every decision men make, 
trafficking and discrimination continuous to be a serious problem and female lack 
representation in public life and decision-making bodies.  
 
Africa  
 
African countries have a long-standing tradition on drastic unequal power between men 
and women that has promoted high levels of violence against women and girls from 
childhood on. African families generally preferred sons over daughters, they are seen as a 
credit while girls are seen as a disgrace. Women in this society have a lot less 
opportunities than men, increasing low self-esteem and low self worth in women at the 
same time perpetuating a never ending cycle of violence. The most common aggression 
toward women is female genital mutilation, which is extremely painful and can lead to 
heavy issues even death. Rape is also a powerful tool against this gender mostly used as 
a “weapon of war”.  Studies found that up to 50% to 71% of women in African countries 
have reported violence with in their homes.  
But thankfully there are many humanitarian groups working with that UN to end this 
dangerous cycle.  
 
Europe 
Although European countries are the most developed ones, they have presented high 
gender violence rates since the 50”s.  Within time, women in Europe have acquired an 
equal role in society, but this hasn’t safe them from all type of aggressions. Statistics have 
shown than over 75% of women have suffered of sexual harassment in their job, school 
and other situations.                                   The main problem in this countries are the 
unreported cases, only one of three cases of violence are reported, excepting aggressors 
from judicial consequences, keeping this problem growing throw time. Sexual abuse is one 
of the most common causes of violence against women, and it occurs in girls since a very 
young age. Today’s main problem Europe has to face is the online harassment that has 
lead to many cases of violence.   

America 
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Even thought women now lead many American countries, and they have reached equal 
access to education gender-based violence continuous to be a plague in the region, and in 
some countries violence against women is far worse everyday. The problem is that women 
are reporting crime more, but justice systems are not responding, making them even more 
vulnerable and despite measures have been taken in order to stop with this phenomenon 
and some laws have been created maximum sentences for domestic violence or obligated 
medical personnel to report suspicions of domestic violence to police, the numbers are still 
shocking. Women are asking for they rights and men are responding violently because 
they don’t want a change Femicides are still reported in some of the American countries in 
which thousands of women have been killed. Domestic violence is getting worse and more 
brutal and in some places acid attacks are being reported continually. Women´s rights 
advocates say that impunity is their biggest challenge, because it sends a message of 
tolerant which lead to violence.  

Oceania 

Violence against women in Oceania countries continues to be a problem. More than half a 
million of women have reported they had experience physical or sexual violence. Domestic 
or family violence is one of the most common forms of violence. Some Communities 
tolerate violence, justify and excuses men who used it against women, shaping more and 
more the problem.  
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4.4 KEY CONCEPTS 
 

 Rape: the crime typically committed by a man, of forcing another person to have 
sexual intercourse with the offender against their will. 

 Honor killing: the killing of a relative, especially a girl or woman, who is perceived 
to have brought dishonor on the family. 

 Femicide: the gender-based murder of a woman; systematic killing of women 
because they are women.  

 Female infanticide: intentional killing of a baby due to the preference for male 
babies and from the low value associated with the birth of females.  

 Female genital mutilation: The practice, traditional in some cultures, of partially or 
totally removing the external genitalia of girls and young women for non-medical 
reasons. It is illegal in many countries. 

 Psychological abuse: Any act or omission that damages the self-esteem, identity, 
or development of the individual. It includes, but is not limited to, humiliation, 
threatening loss of custody of children, forced isolation from family or friends, 
threatening to harm the individual or someone they care about, repeated yelling or 
degradation, inducing fear through intimidating word or gestures, controlling 
behavior, and the destruction of possessions. 

 Psychological violence: Behavior that is intended to intimidate and persecute, 
and takes the form of threats of abandonment or abuse, confinement to the home, 
surveillance, threats to take away custody of the children, destruction of objects, 
isolation, verbal aggression and constant humiliation. 

 Sex: biological characteristics of males and females. The characteristics are 
congenital and their differences are limited to physiological reproductive functions. 

 Gender: term used to denote the social characteristics assigned to men and 
women. These social characteristics are constructed on the basis of different 
factors, such as age, religion, national, ethnic and social origin. They differ both 
within and between cultures and define identities, status, roles, responsibilities and 
power relations among the members of any culture or society. Gender is learned 
through socialization. 

 Perpetrator: person, group or institution that directly inflicts, supports and 
condones violence or other abuse against a person.  
 

4.5 QARMAS 
 

1. Which actions can by taken by the United Nations in order to end with violence 
against women?  

2. Which consequences should have countries that don’t fight for ending violence 
against women?  

3. What actions has your nation taken in order to prevent/end violence against 
women? 

4. Does your nation have records with violence against women? What has your nation 
done previously to address these situations? 

5. Which are the main problems that violence against women represents to your 
nation? 

6. How effective have been the actions taken before by the different nations to end 
gender-based violence? 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/partially#partially__2
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/totally#totally__2
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/genitalia#genitalia__2

